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The Judges
Joanne Brackeen became a professional pianist as a teenager in Los 
Angeles during the 1950s and got her first big break playing in the Art 
Blakey Band. She later played with Joe Henderson and Stan Getz. 
Today, Brackeen is recognized as one of the most avant-garde and 
innovative musicians in modern jazz. In addition to touring, composing 
and performing, she is a music professor at the Berklee College of 
Music in Boston and the New School in New York. 
Donald Brown began his career as a drummer, received a scholarship 
to Memphis State University as a trumpet player, and began studying 
piano in college. He has worked with the likes of Art Blakey, ''Toots" 
Thielman, Freddie Hubbard, "Slide" Hampton, Kevin Eubanks and Buddy 
DeFranco. Since 1988, he has been assistant professor of music at the 
University of Knoxville. He suffers from rheumatoid arthritis, which he 
says, "Still affects my playing greatly today." Pain may not slow him 
down so much as spur him on. Despite his arthritis, he's been lauded by 
critics for his awesome technique, powerful solo playing and gifted 
composing. 
Laszlo Gardony, the 1987 winner of the Great American Jazz Piano 
Competition, was improvising on the piano by the time he was five, and 
was taking piano lessons at seven, displaying an early talent for writing 
music. Whatever he heard and enjoyed - rock, blues, classical - he 
fused together in his improvisations. Following graduation from the Bela 
Bartok Music Conservatory in Budapest, Gardony became a successful 
session player in Europe, touring extensively and recording eight 
albums. Laszlo has released three albums in the U.S., which have 
earned him critical acclaim, and he has performed with the Boston Pops 
Orchestra. 
Penny Tyler is a founding member of the Jazz Institute of Chicago and 
coordinator of the Chicago Jazz Festival, Jazz at Ravinia and Chicago's 
Orchestral Hall. She is presently the vice-president of the Jazz Institute 
of Chicago and chairs the lnstitute's programming committee for the 
festival as she has done for the past 18 years. As a consultant, she has 
helped establish jazz festivals in other cities in the United States and 
abroad. Tyler has also served as president of the Jazz Institute of 
Chicago and is a board member of the American Federation of Jazz 
Societies, and a panel member of numerous jazz round tables. 
Cedar Walton has been performing with jazz greats like Lou Donaldson, 
Gigi Gryce, Sonny Rollins and J.J. Johnson since moving to New York 
from Dallas in 1955. The pianist anchored the famous Art Farmer/Benny 
Golson Jazztet from 1960-61, and then was a member of Art Blakey & 
the Jazz Messengers from 1961-64. He has served as leader and 
co-leader of a number of bands and ensembles. This year, the Monterey 
Jazz Festival commissioned Walton to compose a piece for a 20-piece 
string ensemble. Over the past four decades, Walton has become a 
virtuosic instrumentalist, influencing a number of today's young 
musicians. He continues to tour worldwide. 
The Program
(subject to change) 
Each pianist will play a 20-minute set. They will be accompanied by Jay Leonhart on acoustic bass 
and Danny Gottlieb on drums. Leonhart has been voted Most Valuable Bassist three times by the 
National Association of Recording Arts & Sciences. Gottlieb began with the Pat Metheny Group in the late '70s, 
and has become one of the most in-demand session drummers in jazz. 
Introductions - Noel Freidline, host 
The Competition
Matthew Fries 
Trey of Hearts (Thad Jones) 
Sweet Lorraine (Clifford Burwell and Mitchell Parish) 
Retro (Matthew Fries) 
Joe Gilman 
What Is This Thing Called Lovell Should Care 
(Porter, Weston, Stordahl & Cahn) 
New Aftershave (Joe Gilman) 
St. Thomas (Sonny Rollins) 
Gary Motley 
Body & Soul (Johnny Green) 
Sweet and Lovely (Gus Ainhem, Charles Daniels and Holly Tobias) 
Cherokee (Ray Noble) 
John Stetch 
Bolivia (Cedar Walton) 
Out of Nowhere (John Green and Edward Heyman) 
Love for Sale (Cole Porter) 
Deanna Witkowski 
Everything I Love (Cole Porter) 
Blame It On My Youth (Oscar Levant and Edward Heman) 
Au Privave (Charlie Parker) 
Intermission












Matthew Fries, 29, began studying piano with his father at an early 
age. He earned a bachelors degree in music from Ithaca College 
and a masters degree from the University of Tennessee. Fries has 
performed with Tony Reedus, Charlie Persip, Bob Dorough and a 
number of other jazz artists and has recorded with Bill Mobley's 
"Mobscene." In 1996, he took second place in the Great American 
Jazz Piano Competition. Fries currently makes his home in Brook-
lyn, New York, where he remains active on the New York City jazz 
scene. 
Pianist/composer/educator Joe Gilman, 35, hails from 
Sacramento, California. He began his music education at the age of 
7, and by his teens was an accomplished jazz and classical pianist, 
performing Beethoven's Piano Concerto #2 and Gershwin's Rhap-
sody in Blue with the Sacramento Youth Symphony. He majored in 
music at California State University and earned two bachelors 
degrees, one in jazz studies and another in classical piano at 
lndiania University. He received his masters degree from the 
prestigious Eastman School of Music. He has performed profes-
sionally with Richie Cole, Eddie Harris, Woody Shaw, Grover 
Washington, Henry Mancini and Slide Hampton, to name a 
few.Gilman has recorded three albums and is currently directing the 
music theory and jazz programs at American River College in 
Sacramento. 
Gary Motley, 36, is committed to the tradition and expression of 
jazz music. The pianist/composer and performer began studying the 
piano at the age of 10, and credits the music of Bill Evans and 
Wayne Shorter as the greatest influences for his 
compositions. He has studied and worked with Jerry Coker, Charlie 
Rouse, Mel Torme, Ellis Marsalis and Terence Blanchard. Motley 
has performed at jazz festivals throughout the United States and 
can be heard on the Consenting Adults movie soundtrack. He has 
been a featured guest on National Public Radio's Marian 
McPartland's Piano Jazz and was awarded a 
fellowship in Jazz Study by the National Endowment for the Arts. He 













Born in Edmonton , Canada, 31-year-old John Stetch graduated 
from McGill University in Montreal with a high distinction in jazz 
piano. He has performed with the likes of Dave Liebman, Bob 
Mover, P.J. Perry and Mike Murley and performed as leader of 
the Montreal International Jazz Festival in 1991 , 1992 and 1993. 
Stetch has appeared on Marian McPartland's Piano Jazz and 
with the Juno Award All-Star Canadian Band on nationally 
broadcast Canadian television. His debut CD, Rectangle Man, 
featured 10 original compositions and received a Juno 
nomination for Best Canadian Jazz Album in 1992. He currently 
makes his home in Brooklyn, New York. 
Pianist/vocalist Deanna Witkowski , 25, has interests in jazz, 
classical and varied ethnic musics. During the last two years, 
she has spent extensive time teaching and performing in 
western Kenya; participating in an Afro-Cuban music festival in 
Banff, Alberta; studying under Jesus "Chucho" Valdes; and 
leading her own trio in Brussels. The Chicago resident has 
performed with Von Freeman, Barbara McNair, Bobbi Wilsyn , Art 
Davis and other jazz greats. She also works regularly in the 
Chicago Jazz Ensemble Rob Parton's Jazztech Big Band, and 
the all-female sextet, SHE. Witkowski was recently appointed 
music director of All Angels' Church in New York City, and she is 
currently working as a leader on her first recording entitled 




Melissa Walker has enthralled audiences with her deep 
sensuous voice, her vibrant charm and her intimate styling. 
She has not only garnered the enthusiasm of her audience, 
but many critics as well. Like her mentors Billie Holliday, 
Sarah Vaughan and Dinah Washington, the style and reper-
toire that Walker has developed is straight-ahead jazz. She 
pursued singing at Brown University, participating in the 
school's music vocal program singing in nearly every style 
she could - R&B, gospel, jazz - even barbershop. She now 
is a popular fixture in New York jazz circles. 
Noel Freidline is a local favorite on the jazz scene. His quartet is an acoustic-based jazz 
group with a repertoire of pop and non-traditional jazz tunes and jazz standards. He will 
also accompany Ms. Walker tonight. 
The Prizes
The first-place winner will earn a cash prize of $3,500 and the opportunity to play at 
WJCT's Jacksonville Jazz Festival Metropolitan Park concert on Saturday, November 15. 
The second-place winner will receive $1 ,500; third place earns $750; and the two 
runners-up each win $400. 
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Friday, Nov. 14 - Metropolitan Park 
6:30 p.m ............................................ .. .. U.S. Navy Steel Band 
7:35 p.m ............................ Michael Ray & The Cosmic Krewe 
8:40 p.m .................. Matt Butler Quintet featuring Bill Warfield 
9:30 p.m ............... .................... .. ............. The Neville Brothers 
Saturday, Nov. 15 - Metropolitan Park 
11 :30 a.m ......... ........... AT&T Universal All-Star Jazz Ensemble 
12: 1 0 p.m ........... .... University of North Florida Jazz Ensemble 
1 :05 p.m ............................ .... ............................. Gato Barbieri 
2:10 p.m ..... ...................................................... Slipped Mickey 
2:50 p.m .. ... ......... ...... .................. .... ................... Roy Hargrove 
4:00 p.m ........... ......................... ..... Piano Competition Winner 
with Jay Leonhart and Danny Gottlieb 
4:35 p.m ............................................................ Regina Carter 
5:40 p.m ... .... ................. .. .... . YaGazo -The Latin Jazz Band 
6:20 p.m .............. ...... ......................................... Larry Carlton 
7:40 p.m .............. Cleo Laine and the John Dankworth Group 
8:45 p.m ...................... Steve Hobbs with the Kevin Bales Trio 
9:25 p.m ........................................ ..... ................... Spyro Gyra 
(Times and artists subject to change.) 
For more information, call WJCT's Jazz Hotline, 904-358-6336, or visit our website 
at www.wjct.org 
Internet Services courtesy of Leading Network Solutions 
Two-day tickets available in Jacksonville at BellSouth Mobility locations through 
Friday only. General Admission tickets available at ABC Fine Wine & Spirits, First 
Union Banks and Gate Stores. Backstage Cafe tickets available at First Union 
Banks. All tickets are available at WJCT. 
We're not only making Connections. 
We're making a difference. 
Our Broadband technology has the power to change the way we'll all 
live in the future , but our people have the power to change lives today. 
At MediaOne, we're proud to support the programs and organizations 
that make our communities better places to live and work. 
MediaOne
This is Broadband. This is the way. 
